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A tinsmith is a skilled metal worker who manufactures objects out 
of tinplate. A major advantage of using sheets of tin-plated iron, 
as opposed to bare iron, is that tin does not rust. Over the 
centuries, many different names have been used to describe tin 
workers. In colonial America, artisans who worked in tin were 
called either whitesmiths or tinners.  



The trade of tinsmithing could be learned in one of two ways. 
First, a young boy could become an apprentice in an established 
tinsmith shop. Apprenticeships typically lasted for anywhere from 
four to six years. A second way to learn the trade was for it to be 
handed down from a father to his son.  



In some cases, tinsmithing was a family affair with the father and 
boys doing the manufacturing while the mother and daughters 
polished the completed projects. Commonly produced items 
included tin funnels, plates, cups, candle holders, lanterns, coffee 
pots, pails, whistles, bowls, canteens, chandeliers, and even tin 
“speaking trumpets,” a colonial style of megaphone. 
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