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Building the Fort 
In late fall of 1776 James Whithall is approached by delegates of the Continental Congress with a request to erect a 
Fort north of his home to help defend the city of Philadelphia.  James refuses their request and the Congress 
proceeds to confiscate James’s apple orchard north of his home and orders the Continental Army to build the Fort. 
Work begins on April 16, 1777 to construct a Fort that is designed to hold up to 2,000 Continental soldiers. 

Flag flown at the Battle of Red Bank 

Fort Mercer  
October 1777 



In late summer and early fall of 1777 with the 
constant changing of the war it becomes 
evident that to defend the Fort the 
Continental army will only be able  
to muster between 400 and 800  
men. Since the Fort is designed  
to hold 2,000 soldiers it is  
decided to erect an inner wall  
and reduce the Fort to a  
defensible size. To that end the  
army sets about changing the  
Fort and erecting a palisaded  
inner wall surrounded by abatis.  

Changing the Fort 



January 3, 1777  Washington's army was enroute to Princeton. While leading a  
vanguard of 350 soldiers, Mercer's brigade encountered two British regiments  
and a mounted Cavalry unit. A battle ensued at an orchard grove and Mercer’s  
horse was shot from under him and he was quickly surrounded by British troops  
who mistook him for George Washington and ordered him to surrender.  
 
Refusing to surrender he was bayoneted repeatedly - seven times - and left  
for dead. When he was discovered, Mercer was carried to the field hospital  
in the Thomas Clarke House at the eastern end of the battlefield. In spite of  
medical efforts by Benjamin Rush, Mercer was mortally wounded and died  
nine agonizing days later on January 12, 1777. 
 
In April of 1777 Congress ordered the building of a Fort on the Whithall  plantation  
at Red Bank. General George Washington ordered that the Fort be named Mercer in  
tribute to his friend General Hugh Mercer. 

Battle of Princeton 

Name of the Fort 



 
In 1755, when General Edward Braddock's army was cut down by the French and Indians during  
the first British attempt to take Fort Duquesne, Mercer came to the aid of the wounded and  
eventually  took up arms in support of the army . By 1756 he was commissioned a captain in a  
Pennsylvania  regiment, and accompanied Lt. Col. John Armstrong's expedition on the raid of the Indian  
village of  Kittanning in September 1756. During the attack, Mercer was badly wounded and separated from his  
unit.  He trekked 100 miles through the woods for fourteen days, injured and with no supplies, until he found his way back to Fort Shirley, where he was 
recognized and promoted. He rose to the rank of colonel and commanded garrisons. It was during this period that Mercer developed a lifelong and warm 
friendship with another colonel, George Washington. 
 

There are rumors that Mercer originated Washington's daring plan to cross the Delaware River and surprise the Hessians at the Battle of Trenton on 
December 26, 1776, and he was certainly a major contributor to its execution. Because of the win at Trenton Washington's men agreed to a ten-day 
extension to their enlistment. When Washington decided to face off with Cornwallis during the Second Battle of Trenton on January 2, 1777, Mercer was 
given a major role in the defense of the city. 
 

The next day, January 3, Washington's army was en-route to Princeton. While leading a vanguard of 350 soldiers, Mercer's brigade encountered two 
British regiments and a mounted unit. A battle ensued at an orchard grove and Mercer’s horse was shot from under him. Getting to his feet, he was 
quickly surrounded by British troops who mistook him for George Washington and ordered him to surrender. Outnumbered, he drew his saber and 
began an unequal contest. He was finally beaten to the ground, then bayoneted repeatedly - seven times - and left for dead. When he was discovered, 
Mercer was carried to the field hospital in the Thomas Clarke House at the eastern end of the battlefield. In spite of medical efforts by Benjamin Rush, 
Mercer was mortally wounded and died nine agonizing days later on January 12, 1777. 
 

In April Congress ordered the building of a Fort on the Whithall plantation at Red Bank. General George Washington ordered that the Fort be named 
Mercer in tribute to his friend General Hugh Mercer. 

Hugh Mercer  
(January 17, 1726 – January 12, 1777)  
 
Soldier and physician. He initially served with British forces during the Seven Years' 
War but later became a brigadier general in the Continental Army and a close friend 
to George Washington. Mercer died as a result of his wounds received at the Battle 
of Princeton and became a fallen hero and rallying symbol of the American 
Revolution.  



Chevaux de frise 

River Defenses 



The cheval de frise (plural: chevaux de frise)  
 
French ; from cheval, a horse + de, of + Frise, Friesland: first used by Frisians (Dutch), who lacked cavalry, against Spaniards. 
 
Cheval  de frise was a medieval defensive anti-cavalry measure consisting of a portable frame (sometimes just a simple log) covered with 
many projecting long iron or wooden spikes or spears. They were principally intended as an anti-cavalry obstacle but could also be moved 
quickly to help block a breach in another barrier.  
 
Robert Smith, the architect of Carpenters' Hall ( Today Independence Hall) designed and supervised construction and placement of 60 
underwater defenses called chevaux-de-frise. In Europe, "chevaux" impeded cavalry charges; in the Delaware River channel, the 
American adaptation would impale and sink enemy ships.  
 
As large as a two-story house, each "chevaux" had a frame of logs floored with two-inch thick planks. Stout logs tipped with iron barbs 
were angled to point downstream. Then the "chevaux" were towed into place, chained together, filled with stone ballast and sunk across 
the channel.  
 
Only ten trusted river pilots knew how to thread their way past this barrier.  





Lost through erosion 

Lost to  
Residential Housing 



September 11, 1777  

Battle of Brandywine 
In the summer of 1777, Sir William Howe, the Overall British Commander sailed from New York with a large land force of 17,000 (British 
and Hessian), and with naval armament under his brother Admiral Richard Howe. General Howe believed that if he captured the rebel 
capital of Philadelphia this colonial conflict would soon end.  Landing at the head of Chesapeake Bay on August 25, the British and Hessian 
forces commenced their march toward Philadelphia. Generals Howe and Cornwallis with 17,000 troops defeat Washington  
with 11,000 troops at the battle of Brandywine. Washington is forced  
to withdrawal to Germantown outside of Philadelphia. 
 

September 26, 1777  

The British Occupy Philadelphia 
Now that the British forces occupy the rebel Capital of Philadelphia  
it becomes an urgent matter to open the Delaware River. General  
Howe will be unable to hold the city if he cannot re-supply his army. 

October 4, 1777  

Battle of Germantown 
After General Howe seized Philadelphia he split his army, keeping the  
bulk of it (over 10,000) near Germantown while occupying Philadelphia  
with  over 4,000 troops. Washington seeing an opportunity to defeat this   
British force attacks on October 4.  Due to heavy fog, heavy loses  and inability  
to coordinate the attack Washington orders a  withdrawal.  British forces fail to  
counterattack and Washington moves his army to Whitemarsh. 



Brother of Admiral Richard Lord Howe, William Howe had been active in North  
America during the last French and Indian War (1754–63), in which he earned a  
reputation as one of the army’s most brilliant young generals. Sent in 1775 to reinforce  
Gen. Thomas Gage in the Siege of Boston, he led the left wing in three costly but finally successful assaults in the Battle of Bunker Hill. 
 

Assuming supreme command the following year, Howe transferred his forces southward and captured the strategic port city of New York, 
severely defeating the Americans at the Battle of Long Island. A competent tactician, he preferred maneuver to battle, partly to conserve 
scarce British manpower, but also in the hopes of demonstrating British military superiority so convincingly that the Americans would 
accept negotiation and reconciliation with Britain. 
 

When active operations were resumed in June 1777, Howe moved his troops to the south bank of the Delaware River and won two 
successive victories over the Americans at the Battle of Brandywine (September 11, 1777) and the Battle of Germantown (October 4, 
1777). On October 22, 1777 his Hessian forces under the command of Colonel Carl von Donop and the British Navy under the 
command of his brother Admiral Richard Howe attempted to take Fort Mercer and Fort Mifflin. His next winter was spent in the 
occupation of Philadelphia. Howe recognized his failure, however, to destroy the modest force of Gen. George Washington, then 
encamped at nearby Valley Forge. His Pennsylvania campaign had furthermore exposed the troops of Gen. John Burgoyne in upper New 
York State and led to the disastrous British defeat at the Battle of Saratoga that fall. Under increasing criticism from the British press and 
government, Howe resigned his command before the start of operations in 1778. 
 

Returning to England, Howe saw no more active service but held a number of important home commands.  

William Howe, 5th Viscount Howe  

Born Aug. 10, 1729—Died July 12, 1814,  
Plymouth, Devonshire, England  
 
Commander in chief of the British army in North America (1776–78) 
who, despite several military successes, failed to destroy the 
Continental Army and stem the American Revolution. 



October 12, 1777  

The British Plan of Attack 
 

October 12, 1777  
British General Howe realized his victories at Germantown and Philadelphia were of little  
consequence, and he feared he might be forced from the city for want of necessary  
supplies. In order to keep his supplies forthcoming, Howe would have to gain  
control of Ft. Mercer (Red Bank) near the Jersey shore and Ft. Mifflin on Mud  
Island near the Pennsylvania shore. These key forts were important in keeping  
the British from using the Delaware River to supply their troops in Philadelphia. 
 
General Howe issues orders to take the two American forts defending the river.   
A combined land and naval assault is organized.  British shore batteries established  
on the Pennsylvania side of the river will attack Fort Mifflin, 2000 Hessian soldiers  
under the command of Colonel Carl Von Donop will land on the New Jersey side of  
the river and will attack Fort Mercer, and the British navy will move up river and support  
Von Donop’s attack and bombard Fort Mercer and Fort Mifflin.  
 
General Howe had devised a multi-sided plan aimed simultaneously at the entire Delaware River  
defense system. The land attack on Fort Mercer was just a part of a larger operation.  As von Donop’s men assaulted Fort Mercer, Admiral 
Howe’s advanced Delaware River squadron under command of Captain Francis Reynolds aboard HMS Augusta, was to proceed up river via 
the eastern or main channel. They were to open a bombardment on Fort Mifflin.  At the same time they would engage  the American 
galleys harboring off Red Bank in order to draw them away from supporting  the defense of Fort Mercer.  The frigate HMS Camilla and sloop 
Zebra would patrol between Tinicum and Billings Islands to prevent surprise night raids by American galleys from the back channel behind 
those islands.  The British batteries on Carpenter’s and Province Islands would commence a barrage on Fort Mifflin. A force of 200 British 
Grenadiers stood by on Province Island to assault Fort Mifflin in boats if it looked as if the fort was about to fall.  On the western or inner 
channel, the armed galley HMS Vigilant’s mission was to support the land batteries’ barrage and the Grenadiers’ amphibious assault if 
attempted. 
 



 
At the beginning of the War Howe was known to be sympathetic to the colonists. He had  
known Benjamin Franklin, who was a friend of his sister, a popular lady in London society.  
Howe had written to Franklin in a peacemaking effort. Because of his known sentiments, he was  
selected to command in America. He was joined in a commission with his brother, General Sir William Howe, head of the land forces, 
to attempt a reconciliation. A committee appointed by the Second Continental Congress conferred with Howe in September 1776, but 
nothing came of it. 
 

Howe was ordered to institute a naval blockade of the American coastline, but this proved to be ineffectual. Howe claimed to have 
too few ships to successfully accomplish this, particularly as a number had to be detached to support operations by the British army. 
As a result large amounts of French supplies and munitions were smuggled to America. It has been suggested that Howe's limited 
blockade at this point was driven by his sympathy with and desire for conciliation with the Americans. By 1778 the blockade was 
more promising, with many merchant ships being taken. 
 

The strategy of the British in North America was a combination of operations aimed at capturing major cities and a blockade of the 
coast. In 1776 the British captured New York City with combined operations between the army and the navy. In 1777 Admiral Howe 
provided support to his brother's operation to capture Philadelphia, ferrying Howe's army to a landing point from which they 
successfully marched and took the city. Howe spent much of the remainder of the year concentrating on capturing the forts that 
controlled entry to the Delaware River without which ships could not reach Philadelphia. 
 

The appointment of a new peace commission in 1778 offended the admiral deeply, and he resigned his command. His resignation 
was reluctantly accepted by Lord Sandwich, then First Lord of the Admiralty. Howe left his station in September 1778. 
 

Admiral of the Fleet Richard Howe, 1st Earl Howe 

Born March 8, 1726 – Died August 5, 1799  
 
British naval officer, notable in particular for his service during the American War of 
Independence and French Revolutionary Wars. He is best known for his service during 
the American War of Independence, when he acted as a naval commander and a peace 
commissioner with the American rebels. 



On October 8th General Washington orders 
General Varnum to detach Christopher 
Greene’s 1st Rhode Island Regiment with 
instructions to march to Red Bank, occupy, 
and defend Fort Mercer.” “The commander  
in chief directed Greene to cooperate with 
Fort Mifflin, the Navy, and the Jersey militia… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The note ended with…‘I doubt not [you will] 
frustrate the intentions of the enemy….” 

Colonel Christopher Greene  



Christopher Greene (May 12, 1737 – 1781)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In May 1775, he was appointed a major in the Army of Observation by the Rhode Island legislature. He was given command of a company 
and marched to Cambridge, Massachusetts, in support of the rebellion against British rule. In 1775 George Washington put him in charge of 
a Continental regiment in Cambridge under the command of Benedict Arnold. Greene's regiment was part of Arnold's expedition through 
present-day Maine to attack the British garrison at Quebec. In the assault on that city, Greene led a detachment of troops, and after Arnold 
was wounded Greene was taken prisoner. He was exchanged after eight months' confinement. 
 

In June 1776, Greene was promoted to major under James M. Varnum, in a division which was commanded by his third cousin, General 
Nathanael Greene. In October he was promoted to colonel, with charge of Fort Mercer. On October 22, 1777, the fort was assaulted by the 
Hessians under Colonel Carl von Donop and were repulsed with heavy loss, and von Donop was mortally wounded. 
Colonel Greene returned to his home state and pieced together a unit of former slaves – the 1st Rhode Island. Fewer than two hundred 
soldiers were recruited. Greene and his officers proceeded to train the black infantrymen who had signed on.  
 

Greene and several of his black soldiers died on May 13 or 14, 1781, when a group of loyalists surrounded his headquarters on the Croton 
River in Westchester County, New York. From one account of the attack, "his body was found in the woods, about a mile distant from his 
tent, cut, and mangled in the most shocking way." A common conjecture is that this indignity was retribution for his leading black soldiers 
against the British Crown. 
 

Congress voted Greene a sword, which in 1786 was presented to his son by Secretary of War Henry Knox. A monument to his memory was 
erected in October 1829 by New Jersey and Pennsylvania volunteers. 

Christopher Greene was an American legislator and soldier. He is best known 
for leading the spirited defense of Fort Mercer in the 1777 Battle of Red Bank, 
and for leading the African American 1st Rhode Island Regiment during the 
American Revolutionary War, most notably with distinction in the 1778 Battle 
of Rhode Island. He was killed in May 1781 by Loyalists, possibly because he 
was known to lead African American troops. 
 
Greene was born 12 May 1737 at Warwick, Rhode Island, to Judge Phillip 
Greene and Elizabeth (Wickes) Greene. On May 6, 1757, Greene married his 
third cousin Anna Lippitt. Greene and Anna would have nine children together. 
When Greene's father died in 1761, Greene inherited the family's mill estate 
and ran the business until he became an officer in the Continental Army. He 
served in the Rhode Island Legislature from 1772 to 1774.  

Lt. Colonel Christopher Greene 



First Rhode Island Regiment March to Fort Mercer 
 

October 8th 
We turned out Early & Eat some victuals & marched 6 or 7 miles & halted to encamp -- we unloaded our wagons & Began to encamp when 
an Express Came to General Varnum which Caused a stop to be Put to our Encamping until further Orders. Received orders from head 
quarters for Colo. Greens Regiment to march to Red Banks, in the jerseys.  
 

October 10th 
I turned out Early in the morning -- we marched for Bristol about 8 miles & filled our Boxes with New Cartridges as our Old ones being all 
wet with Rain -- we went to Bristol & Crossed the ferry over to Burlington [New Jersey] before breakfast & halted their to wait for our 
baggage wagons to Come over where we waited until sun set & after we had impressed a number of wagons to transport our Baggage we 
marched forward all Night until Day break 
 

Colonel Israel Angell’s diary details that of the two regiments being separated: ... went within three miles of Bristol then was Overtaken by 
an Express which ordered my Regt. back to the Grand Army. We parted with great Reluctance;....  
 

October 11th   
we halted at Mount Holly & Drew fatigue Rum -- this town is 7 miles  
from Burlington -- then we marched thro Moorestown 9 miles farther 
 -- then we marched to Haddonfield & Called Up the people & made  
fires & Rested a while for we were Very much fatigued with marching  
-- then we marched again for the Red Bank -- we marched 6 miles & made  
another halt & Drew half Gill of Rum Per man -- then marched into the fort  
about 4 miles farther & Pitched our tents & Lodged Quiet this night – their  
hath been a Continual fire of Cannon all Day Between the Enemy & our  
Galleys in the River. 
 
Diary Of Sergeant John Smith First Rhode Island Regiment, Continental Line 

 

1st Rhode Island Regimental Flag 



Second Rhode Island Regiment March to Fort Mercer 
 
October 18th  Colonel Angell’s diary entries document that the 2nd Rhode Island, on October 16, ... Marched this morning at Seven 

O’clock on a Separate Command agreeable to orders Received last Evening ... via the route thru Bristol in Pennsylvania, then crossing the 

Delaware to Burlington, New Jersey.  That night, and on into October 17 ... marched through Burlington Drew provisions and Cooked then 

marched on all the Night following ... until on the 18th ... we arrived at Red Banks about Seven o Clock in the Evening after marching Sixty 

miles without Sleep. 

2nd Rhode Island Regimental Flag 



About this time Commodore John Hazelwood’s galleys 
arrived on the scene from their safe harbor up river at 
Ladd’s Cove. The Americans heavier ships stood off because 
of the threat from the British howitzers, but the smaller 
more agile row galleys came so close to shore that they 
could communicate with the fort by speaking tube.  
 

The galleys, reaching a position to pour grapeshot directly 
into the Hessian infantry caught them from the back and 
flank by fire from the river. Though some Hessians 
continued to struggle through the abatis to the base of 
the inner wall, the majority tumbled backward into the 
open section of the fort.  There they were raked further 
by the grapeshot from the boats.  
 

Recollections of Captain Stephen Olney 2nd Rhode Island Regiment, Continental Line 
  

Commodore John Hazelwood  



 
He was appointed superintendent of fire vessels in December of 1775, and was promoted to the post of commodore in the 
Pennsylvania navy in October 1776. Hazelwood was entrusted with the full "command of the naval force of the state" in September 
1777. Afterwards, the continental vessels in the Delaware river were put under his command.  
 
According to a letter of Col. William Bradford from 1777, Lord Admiral Richard Howe sent Hazelwood a request that he give up the 
Pennsylvania fleet while Howe and his fleet were in Delaware Bay. Howe allegedly promised Hazelwood the king's pardon and kind 
treatment. Hazelwood refused the offer, and notified Howe that he would "defend the fleet to the last.“ 
 
 Later, Hazelwood was appointed one of the "commissioners of purchase" in Philadelphia. Charles Wilson Peale. artist and patriot, 
thought Hazelwood worthy as a subject for his collection of portraits of American heroes, and the painting was purchased by the city 
of Philadelphia. The portrait was placed in Independence Hall. 
 
In recognition of his services in the War for Independence, the Continental Congress voted him a handsome sword, now in the 
collection of the Naval Historical Foundation. 
 
Commodore Hazelwood died in Philadelphia on March 1, 1800. 

Commodore John Hazelwood  
(1726 – March 1, 1800)  

John Hazelwood was an officer in the Continental Navy. Born in England, 
Commodore Hazelwood commanded all units of the Pennsylvania and 
Continental navies participating in the defense of the Delaware River 
approaches to Philadelphia in 1777. His gunboats and galleys engaged British 
men-of-war on October 23, near river obstructions; and, after the British frigate 
Merlin and ship of the line Augusta grounded, their crews were forced to burn 
them. Later Commodore Hazelwood took command of Continental vessels in 
Delaware Bay. 
 
It is not known when Hazelwood settled in America. He was born in England 
and served as a captain in the merchant service, sailing between London and 
Philadelphia, for several years, and in 1772 became one of the founders of the 
St. George society in the  city.  Commodore John Hazelwood  



Row Galley’s of the Pennsylvania Navy 





Continental Weapons 

Brown Bess Musket (British / Continental)  

Weight - 10.5 pounds 

Length – 58.5 inches 

Barrel length – 42 inches 

Cartridge – 75 caliber lead ball 

 



Continental Weapons 

Charleville Musket (French / Continental)  

Weight - 10 pounds 

Length – 60 inches 

Barrel length – 44 inches 

Cartridge – 69 caliber lead ball 

 



Fort Mercer is defended with between 11 and 14 artillery pieces mostly 3lb. 

and 6lb. Cannon.  

Continental Artillery   



French 6-pounder cannon was cast in 1761 

and used by American Artillery. 

American Artillery Cannon 



In an attempt to recoup his tarnished 
reputation from his defeat at Trenton, 
Colonel Von Donop volunteered to  
capture of Fort Mercer at Red Bank. 
General Howe agreed, if it could be  
done easily, and gave Colonel Von Donop 
command of 2,000 Hessian troops. He 
crossed the Delaware River on  
October 21st. On October 22nd in the  
afternoon, Von Donop surrounded the  
fort and demanded surrender from 
Colonel Christopher Greene with the 
threat of invasion and no quarter. 

Count Carl Emil Ulrich von Donop  



Count Carl Emil Ulrich von Donop  
(January 1, 1732 –  October 25, 1777)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Von Donop was the senior officer present in southern New Jersey in late 1776, and commanded the garrisons in Trenton, Burlington, 
and Bordentown. His main camp was at Bordentown prior to the Battle of Trenton, with one battalion occupying the town and the 
rest billeted along the country roads.  
 
On December 22, 1776, Colonial militia attacked Donop's southern outposts. On Christmas Eve, the colonials retreated a few miles to 
Moorestown. Donop's officers wanted him to return to Bordentown, within easy supporting distance for Rall. Von Donop had nothing 
but contempt for Rall and decided to spend Christmas in the company of "a beautiful young widow" - as reported by his Captain of 
Jägers, Johann Ewald. A rider brought news of the disaster at Trenton about mid-day on December 26. 
 
When Howe's forces captured Philadelphia, in an attempt to recoup his tarnished reputation from his defeat at Trenton, von Donop 
volunteered to capture Fort Mercer at Red Bank. General Howe gave von Donop command of 2,000 Hessian troops. Von Donop led 
1,200 Hessians in the attacks on the fort resulting in nearly 400 casualties, including von Donop himself. 

The son of a noble family of Hesse-Kassel, von Donop was well connected in 
the European courts and served as personal adjutant to the Landgrave of 
Hesse-Kassel and served with distinction in the Seven Years' War. When the 
American Revolutionary War began, von Donop asked for leave to fight against 
the revolutionaries. The Landgrave appointed him to command four battalions 
of grenadiers and the prestigious Jäger Corps. A highly ambitious officer, von 
Donop hoped to remain in North America after the war, to pursue dreams of 
power and glory. Von Donop was an able officer but was not well liked by his 
subordinates. To his inferiors he was short-tempered and harsh, and he had a 
take-no-prisoners policy that was enforced by severe beatings.  
 
Von Donop's troops took part in the initial British landing on Long Island, New 
York, on August 22, 1776, and in the ensuing Battle of Long Island on August 
27. Von Donop distinguished himself at the Battle of Harlem Heights, going to 
the aid of the British troops involved.  

Hessian Colonel Carl Von Donop 



During the Philadelphia campaign, Ewald and his 
jäger corp was involved in the Battle of Red Bank and 
covered the hessian retreat after Colonel Carl von 
Donop's disastrous attempt to take the fort by direct 
assault was repulsed, 

Johann von Ewald (20 March 1744 – 25 June 1813) 
was a German military officer from Hesse-Kassel . 
After first serving in the Seven Years' War, he was the 
commander of the  jäger corps of the Hessian Leib 
Infantry Regiment attached to British forces in 
the American Revolutionary War. 

Captain Johann von Ewald 

http://1.bp.blogspot.com/_OoQ5awwIjQk/TU9TYD4s-gI/AAAAAAAAAGc/I3-eVY4v8hk/s1600/Captain+Johann+Ewald.jpg


Map of the battle drawn by Hessian Captain Johann Ewald 



Charles Stuart embarked upon a military career in 

1768, when he enlisted as an ensign in the 37th 

Regiment of Foot. He purchased a lieutenancy in 

the 7th Regiment of Foot (Royal Fusiliers) in 1770 

and a captaincy in the 37th Foot in 1775. Late that 

year, he became a major commanding a battalion of 

the regiment, and saw service in the American War 

of Independence. In 1777, he was commissioned as 

a lieutenant-colonel of the 26th Regiment of Foot, 

which he commanded until 1779. 

Lieutenant Colonel  
Charles Stuart 

Served as interpreter for Colonel Von Donop 
during the battle of Red Bank 



Lieutenant Colonel  
Frances Downman 

Commanded a Royal Artillery battery of 2 five 
and one half inch Howitzers for Colonel Von 

Donop during the battle of Red Bank 



Coopers Ferry 
October 21, 1777 

Philadelphia 

Haddonfield 
October 21/22, 1777 

Fort Mercer 
October 22, 1777 1:00pm  

Big Timber Creek 

October 22, 1777 

Hessian March to Fort Mercer 



About three o’clock in the morning the Jäger Corps marched to Cooper’s Ferry on the Delaware. The Corps crossed the Delaware in 
flatboats with the three Hessian grenadier battalions, Linsing, Minnigerode, and Lengerke, along with the Mirbach Regiment under Colonel 
Schieck, and landed about eight o’clock in the morning in the Province of Jersey.  
 
Excerpt: Diary of Captain Johanne Ewald Hessian Officer  
 
 

October 22, 1777 
On the morning of the 22d, about four o’clock am, the corps marched toward Red Bank in the same formation as yesterday, with the slight 
difference that I formed the rear guard with my company. About nine o’clock we crossed the pass over Timber Creek. Our march went past 
Strawberry Bank. About one o’clock in the afternoon the corps arrived in a wood which encircled the left side of the fort at rifle-shot 
distance to the left bank of the Delaware.  
 
Excerpt: Diary of Captain Johanne Ewald Hessian Officer 

Hessian March to Fort Mercer 

In Philadelphia Colonel Carl Von Donop’s Hessian brigade formed up on Arch Street before dawn then headed for the ferry crossing. British 
Captain Francis Downman recorded in his diary, “…with ten Hessian 3 pounder guns, and myself with the howitzers, began to embark in the 
flat-bottomed boats and other craft from the wharf at the upper end of the town, and crossed over to the Jersey side, landing without the 
least opposition…We began our march as soon as the last artillery were over.”  
 
Excerpt: Diary of Captain Francis Downman British Officer  
 

October 21, 1777 



Hessian Weapons 

Potzdam Musket (Hessian) 

Weight - 10 pounds 

Length – 56 inches 

Barrel length – 41 inches 

Cartridge – 75 caliber lead ball 

 



British Weapons 

Brown Bess Musket (British / Continental)  

Weight - 10.5 pounds 

Length – 58.5 inches 

Barrel length – 42 inches 

Cartridge – 75 caliber lead ball 

 



The Hessians would assault the fort with 10 artillery pieces mostly 3lb. and 

6lb. Cannon and 2 Howitzers. 

Hessian Artillery   



8-inch British Howitzer captured at the Battle of 

Saratoga, October 7, 1777. 

British Howitzer  



Fascine 



Fascine: a long bundle of sticks of wood bound together and used for such purposes as filling ditches and making 
revetments for riverbanks.  
 
During the battle of Red Bank the Hessian soldiers hurriedly made Fascines to be used to fill the ditches in front of 
the fort. One hundred unarmed Hessian soldiers advanced with fascines during the battle. Many were killed before 
ever reaching the ditches. Many others died trying to fill the ditches.  

Fascine 

The fascine carriers, about one hundred men from each of the three groups, 
went in first.  The von Mirbach and von Minnegerode attacks did not have to 
contend with the abatis. But the von Linsing battalion did, attacking the most 
heavily defended part of the fort.  There was some disorder in the Hessian 
ranks but they advanced steadily, firing as they went. 
 
Excerpt: Diary of Captain Johanne Ewald Hessian Soldier  

Using the fascines to cross the ditch and scale the sharpened fraises, the 
Hessians of the von Mirbach Regiment stood on each other’s shoulders to 
climb over the wall. They took heavy casualties.  
 
Excerpt: Diary of Captain Johanne Ewald Hessian Soldier  

One hundred fascines were made at once by the 
battalions, and a battery of six regimental pieces [3-
pounders], two 6-pounders, and the howitzers were 
mounted in the wood at rifle-shot distance from the 
fort. The Linsing Battalion under Captain Stamford was 
to make the attack against the left, the Regiment von 
Mirbach against the center, and the Minnigerode 
Battalion on the bastion to the left at the Delaware. 
The Lengerke Battalion was stationed at the Delaware 
to cover the rear against an enemy landing. One 
hundred men from each battalion were to carry the 
fascines, and march in a line at a distance of two 
hundred paces in front of the battalion. With these 
the ditch was to be filled, crossed, and the fort scaled 
with sword in hand. I placed sixteen good marksmen 
at the edge of the wood in the vicinity of the battery, 
who were to shoot at those men who showed 
themselves on the parapet. 
 
Excerpt: Diary of Captain Johanne Ewald Hessian Soldier  



Hessian Attack  
October 22, 1777  

4:00pm 
 

A Company = 50-100 men 
A Battalion = 300-400 men 
A Regiment = 600-800 men 

The Von Lengerke Battalion and the Artillery (approximately 800 men) were stationed at the Delaware to cover the rear against an enemy landing.  

Von Minnegerode Battalion (300-400) 

Von Mirbach Regiment (600) 

 Von Linsing Battalion (300-400) 





The battery began to play, and the three battalions advanced against the fort with indescribable courage. But they 
were received so hotly by the garrison, and by the vessels which had moved into position during the summons to rake 
the fort’s flank, that they were repelled with great loss, although several officers and a number of grenadiers scaled the 
breastwork. Colonel Donop himself and his adjutant, Captain Wagner, were mortally wounded at the edge of the ditch. 
Captain Stamford, who commanded the Linsing Battalion, was shot through the chest; Minnigerode through both legs; 
and the gallant Colonel Schieck, who commanded the Regiment von Mirbach, was shot dead at the barred gate. Night 
ended the battle, and the attacking corps reassembled at the spot from which it had departed for the attack. 
 
Excerpt: Diary of Captain Johanne Ewald Hessian Soldier  

Colonel Wurmb immediately ordered the Jäger Corps to move up to the edge of the wood to cover the retreat. He 
personally took the Grenadier Battalion Lengerke, which had protected the rear in case an enemy party had landed 
from the ships, and hurried with the battalion to the pass of the Timber Creek bridge to occupy it. 
 
Since we had flattered ourselves in advance with a successful surrender, no retreat then was thought of, and no wagons 
brought to transport the wounded. The seriously wounded officers were carried on the guns and horses, and all the 
privates who could not drag themselves away on their wounded limbs fell into enemy hands. But since the enemy took 
the retreat for a trap, and had expected a new attack during the night, the men had to remain on the battlefield a 
whole night in the most deplorable condition without the slightest care, whereby the majority died of their wounds. 
 
Excerpt: Diary of Captain Johanne Ewald Hessian Soldier  

This day was especially sad for me. I lost five of my oldest friends, among whom was a relative, and four of my best 
friends were severely wounded. As long as I have served, I have not yet left a battlefield in such deep sorrow. 
 
Excerpt: Diary of Captain Johanne Ewald Hessian Soldier  

Hessian Report of the Battle 



October 18  
This Day we arrived at Red Bank about Seven O’clock in the Evening after marching Sixty miles without Sleeping.  
 

October 19  
Rested this Day after Pitching our tents until ten O’clock in the Evening. Then both officers and Soldiers went to work and 
worked all night on our fort, as we Expected an attack that night or in the morning. This Day there was a heavy Cannonading 
on fort Mifflin.  
 

October 20th  
This morning the Cannonading Ceased until the afternoon when the Cannon and mortars begun to play very brisk.  More So 
than they had any time before. The greatest part of my Regiment was in the fort as they Relieved Col Greens Regiment.  
 

October 21st  
This Evening we Received certain intelligence that the enemy was a coming to attack us, which obliged us to work all the 
night long.  
 

October 22nd  
This day we continued diligent on our works until the afternoon about one O’clock, when the enemy arrived within musket 
Shot of our fort. We fired a cannon or two at them on which they retired, and kept skulking in the woods until half after four 
O’clock, when they Sent in a flag demanding the fort but was answered that the fort was not to be given up on any terms. In 
reply to this, they answered that if we still remained obstinate, our blood might be upon our own heads, for we should have 
no mercy shone us. Our answer was we asked for none and expect none. So granted and in about ten minutes after then 
begun as smart a fire as ever I heard from eight field pieces and two howitzers they had placed against us, at the same time 
advanced in two columns to attack our fort by storm, when there begun an incessant fire of musketry which continued forty 
minutes, when the hessians retreated in the most precipited manner leaving 200 killed and wounded in the field, we spent 
the greatest part of the night in bringing in the wounded. 
 
Extracted from the Diary of Colonel Israel Angell, Commanding Officer, 2nd Rhode Island Regiment, Continental Army   

American Report of the Battle 



The total losses at Red Bank including killed, wounded, and missing or captured officially 

reported by the Hessians was 382 men in total, or about twenty percent of their force.  
 
 

Other eye witness accounts placed the number as high as 514.   

 
Whatever the actual count the total lost was an astounding figure for so brief a battle.   
 
This figure was made all the worse when the casualties of the Royal Navy were added in.  

The Augusta supposedly lost 60 men.   
 

The Americans reported total losses of 14 killed and 23 wounded  

a remarkable disparity. 

The Aftermath of Battle 



The Plan of Attack 

British Naval Forces  

in the Delaware  

October 21/23, 1777 

HMS Somerset 

HMS Isis 

HMS Roebuck 
HMS Augusta 

HMS Liverpool 

HMS Pearl 

    HMS Merlin 

Fort Mifflin 
Fort Mercer 





HMS Augusta 

Phila. Airport 

Fort Mifflin 

Red Bank 
Battlefield Park 



H.M.S. Augusta 
St Albans-class 3rd Rate Ship of  the Line 

 

Commander: Captain Francis Reynolds 

Armament: 64 guns 
 

Gundeck: (26) 24 lb. Cannon 
 

Upper gundeck: (26) 18 lb. Cannon 
 

Quarterdeck: (10) 4 lb. Cannon 
 

Forecastle: (2) 9 lb. Cannon 

HMS Augusta: Philadelphia 1777. By: Geoff Hunt 





Captain Reynolds gave his deposition of 
what he experienced on the deck of 
Augusta that morning. “…soon after 
daylight the rebel galleys and floating 
battery’s began to fire on us, which we 
returned occasionally – about eleven 
O’clock, as I was on the quarter deck with 
the Master & his nephew Mr. Reid, I 
thought I heard an odd kind of crackling 
kind of noise, I sent Mr. Reid into the cabin 
to see what it was, he returned and told 
me, the ship was on fire, I found the sides, 
after part of the ship, and above the cabin 
all in flames…”  



HMS Merlin  
British Sloop of  War  

Commander: Samuel Reeve 

Armament: 18 guns 

Sloop launched in 1757 



After the explosion of the magazine on the HMS Augusta on October 23,1777, American forces 
salvaged a few of the cannon and brought them to Red Bank. On November  11, 1777 an 18-
pounder (from the upper deck of the Augusta) burst while being fired, killing a bombardier, 
blinding another and injuring 10 other men. 



Old Monument at Red Bank 1829 

In commemoration of the battle at Red Bank 
and the valor of Colonel Greene, a 
monument of blue veined marble, about 
fifteen feet high, was erected in 1829, just 
within the northern line of the outworks of 
Fort Mercer, and within a few feet of the 
margin of the Delaware. This tribute to the 
memory of valor and patriotism was made by 
some New Jersey and Pennsylvania 
volunteers. While it is a testimony of one of 
the most noble traits in human character, it 
bears an exhibition of the existence of 
another of the most detestable. In the 
inscription were the words NEW JERSEY AND 
PENNSYLVANIA, in a single prominent line. 
Some Jersey scoundrel almost obliterated 
the word PENNSYLVANIA; and afterward 
some Pennsylvania Vandal, in the fierceness 
of his retaliatory zeal for the credit of his 
state, disgraced it, so far as insignificance 
could do it, by obliterating the words NEW 
JERSEY. The whole line is destroyed; and that 
marble shaft perpetuates a remembrance of 
unknown barbarians as well as of honored 
patriots.  

Excerpt from Benson 
Lossing "Pictorical Field 
book of the American 
revolution" Volume II, 
Chapter III 



 The new monument was erected by the State 
of New Jersey and dedicated with appropriate 
ceremonies, June 21, 1906, the Governors of 
Rhode Island, Pennsylvania and New Jersey 
taking part in the presentation of the 
monument. 
  
    “This land has been conveyed in trust by 
Congress to the Board of Freeholders as a 
public park, to be forever owned and used by 
the people of our country and to instill, if 
possible, a greater love of country among our 
citizens”. 

New Monument at Red Bank 1906 



A little below, and in the path leading to the house of Mr. Whitall, is the grave of 
Count Donop, marked by a small, rough sandstone, about fourteen inches in height. 
Vandal fingers have plucked relic-pieces from it, and so nearly was the rude 
inscription effaced that I could only decipher a portion of the words, DONOP WAS 
LOST, as seen in the sketch.  

Excerpt from Benson 
Lossing "Pictorical Field 
book of the American 
revolution" Volume II, 
Chapter III 



2nd Rhode Island Regiment 
Continental Line 

Fell Here  
October 22, 1777 

In Defense of Fort Mercer 

Private William Kirk 
of Captain William Potter’s Company 

The human toll of the battle is evident in the 
loss of life. The practical side of military life 
is illustrated in the clothing inventories of 
those lost at the battle. Private William Kirk 
enlisted in the spring of 1777. His death at 
Fort Mercer resulted in the inventory of his 
clothing and equipment, probably in 
preparation for officers re-assigning his 
clothing to surviving soldiers. 
  
One uniform coat 
One Blue outside Jacket 
One Double Breasted Jacket all wool 
One Black Waistcoat worsted 
One Coarse Linen Shirt 
One white ditto (Linen Shirt) with Ruffles 
Two pairs of Linen overalls 
One pair of coarse worsted stockings 
Two knapsacks 
One Red Broad Cloth jacket without sleeves 

The Reality of War 


